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THE BIBLICAL CREATION ACCOUNT FROM A YOUNG EARTH PERSPECTIVE

By Dan Reynolds, PhD
or those who adhere to a literal interpretation of Genesis
and believe in a young earth, scripture is the first, final,
and unrivaled authority (sola scriptura) on the questions
of the origin of the universe, the origin of life, the origin

of man, and the age of the earth. Young Earth Creationists
(sometimes referred to as “YECs”) believe that the Bible is in-
errant and clear in its teachings about origins. Good exegesis
based upon the grammatical-historical hermeneutical ap-
proach and comparing scripture with scripture leads to the
conclusion that the earth was created in six 24-hour days in the
recent past. Nature viewed through the lens of scripture lends
support to the recent creation view.

There were no human eyewitnesses to the creation of the uni-
verse, the earth, and life. It is for this reason man on his own
can never really know what happened. But there were eyewit-
nesses. The triune God was there and has communicated his
observations to us via Moses in scripture. God’s Word is as
true as any observable fact of science. For this reason, one must
take both the facts of scripture and science into account when
considering origins. However, scientific theories (e.g., mac-
roevolution) which are not in agreement with the clear
teachings of scripture are wrong by definition; science is al-
ways subordinate to scripture, never vice-versa (except in
cases where scripture is silent or equivocal), nor should they be
given equal weight.1 When science and scripture seem at odds,
scripture is given the benefit of the doubt. To see this, imagine
consulting science to validate one’s view on the virgin birth or
the resurrection. Clearly, if science were given the final word
here, one’s faith in Christ would soon falter.

There are many biblical reasons to accept the YEC position and
reject alternative views such as theistic evolution, the gap the-
ory, the day-age theory, progressive creation, the framework
hypothesis, etc. First, the order of the events during the crea-

                                                                        
1 This position is consistent with the Chicago Statement on
Biblical Hermeneutics (Article XX):

WE AFFIRM that since God is the author of all truth, all truths,
biblical and extrabiblical, are consistent and cohere, and that
the Bible speaks truth when it touches on matters pertaining to
nature, history, or anything else. We further affirm that in
some cases extrabiblical data have value for clarifying what
Scripture teaches, and for prompting correction of faulty inter-
pretations.

WE DENY that extrabiblical views ever disprove the teaching
of Scripture or hold priority over it. (See http://www.bible-
researcher.com/chicago2.html).

tion week are completely inimical to any cosmological, geo-
logical, or biological evolutionary account. Second, the original
language of Genesis 1 clearly indicates that the creation of all
things was accomplished in six literal 24 hour days. Third,
physical death does not enter the scene until after the Fall,
making biological evolution impossible and the fossil record a
product of a global Flood. Fourth, the creation account is al-
ways treated as history by Bible authors, never as allegory.
Fifth, observed scientific facts and well established natural
laws are completely harmonious with the biblical account. The
creation account explains the origin of information in living
things and the precise tuning of physical laws that support life,
while naturalism can only offer uncertain and improbable
speculation. The existence of the universe itself is explained by
creation but is beyond the reach of science to explain.

The history of the universe, earth, and life according to recent
creation, progressive creation, and the standard evolutionary
scenario are contrasted in the Table 1. It is clear from these few
examples that God did not create in a way that even remotely
resembles modern evolutionary thinking. It may be that God
created in this way so there could be no mistaking Genesis for
an allegory to some naturalistic scenario. Making the creation
days into vast time spans will not make the sequence problem
go away. For example, how does the passage of millions of
years between the emergence of sea mammals (day 5) and their
alleged evolutionary land mammal ancestors (day 6) help rec-
oncile scripture with evolution? One solution might be that the
“days” of creation somehow overlap, but there is no evidence
fromthe text this is the case; each day starts, stops and is dis-
tinct from every other day.
The meaning of the word “day” in Genesis 1 is clearly a nor-
mal 24-hour period. Although the Hebrew word yom
translated day throughout Genesis 1 can denote time spans
longer than a literal day, the context of its use in Genesis 1 and
comparison with other scripture leave little doubt of its in-
tended meaning. For example, each day during the creation
week (e.g., Gen 1: 5) is described as having an evening and a
morning (except day 7). When God separates light from the
darkness (Gen 1:4-5), He calls the light “day” and the darkness
“night.” Does it make sense to call a time span of millions of
years “light”? Scripture even defines what a “day” is in Gen
1:3-5:

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. And God called the light day, and the dark-
ness He called night. And there was evening and there was
morning, one day. (NASB)
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In other words, one day has an evening and a morning, light
and darkness, just like the days we experience.

The meaning of yom in Genesis 1 is also made clear by reading
Ex 20:9-11:

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath
of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:
For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. Ex 20:9-11
(KJV)

Every occurrence of the word “day” in the above passage is
yom in the original text. In the first part of the passage, God is
clearly referring to six literal 24 hour days when instructing the
people when to work and rest. God’s rationale for this pattern
is his own activity during creation week. The same comparison
made between man’s work week and God’s creation week is
echoed in Ex 31:15-17. Clearly, 24 hour days are in view in
these passages. It is also significant that most commentators
prior to the 19th century understood the days of Genesis 1 as 24
hour days and/or thought the creation was only thousands of

years old; it was only after the rise of Darwinism and associ-
ated geological theories that people began to try to make
scripture accommodate long ages.

As another example, the Hebrew word translated “day” in
Gen 1:14-19 is yom as shown below:

14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the
heaven to divide the day <yom> from the night and let them be
for signs, and for seasons and for days <yom>, and years. 15
And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give
light upon the earth: and it was so. 16 And God made two great
lights; the greater light to rule the day <yom>, and the lesser
light to rule the night: he made the stars also. 17 And God set
them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,
18 And to rule over the day <yom> and over the night, and to
divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was
good. 19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day
<yom>. Gen 1:14-19 (KJV)

The contexts in verses 14-18 unambiguously indicate that yom
means an ordinary 24 day in those verses. Progressive creation-
ists would say that the meaning of yom in verse 19 must be a
long period of time, but it is clear from the passage that the
meaning remains in accord with the previous uses: an ordinary
24 hour day; to say otherwise is reading into the text (eisege-
sis).

Table 1
Recent Creation Progressive Creation Evolution

Origin and Age
of the Earth and
Universe

God created the earth and universe
fully formed in 6 days about 6000
years ago (Gen 1:31)

Cosmos from big bang over 13.7 bil-
lion years. Earth from solar nebula
4.6 billion years ago

Evolution of cosmos from big bang
over 13.7 billion years. Earth
formed 4.6 billion years ago.

Days of Creation Discrete 24 hour days Vast periods, “days” overlap Vast periods

Sun, Moon, and
Stars

Earth created (day 1) before sun
and stars (day 4) (Gen 1:1,14-18)

Sun, moon, and stars created on day
1 before the earth; appear on day 4

Earth formed after stars

Oceans Earth initially covered with water
(Gen 1:2)

unclear No oceans for 1st 0.8 billion years

Light Light before stars (Gen 1:3,14-18) Light after stars Light after stars
Atmosphere Ocean before atmosphere (Gen

1:2, 6; day 2)
Atmosphere before ocean Atmosphere before ocean

Land Plants Plants created (day 3) before sun
(day 4) (Gen 1:11-18)

Created after the sun Plants evolved later and after sun

Sea Creatures
and Birds

Fish, sea mammals and birds cre-
ated simultaneously on day 5 (Gen
1:20-23)

Fish created before birds; whales
after land animals

Fish evolved before birds; whales
after land animals

Land Animals
and Humans

Land animals and humans created
simultaneously (Gen 1:24-28)

Life created in the same order as the
fossil record

Animals evolved before humans

Adam and Eve Created about 6000 years ago
(Gen 2:21-24). All hominids de-
scended from them.

Created 10-60K years ago, created
after land mammals and primitive
hominids

Never existed. Humans evolved as
a population of individuals

Physical death Physical death a result of Adam’s
sin (Gen 3:17-19, Rom 5:13-19)

Physical death before the fall Physical death always present-key
to natural selection and engine of
evolution

Origin of
carnivory

Animals herbivores until after the
Fall (Gen 1:29-30)

Carnivorous animals created before
the Fall

Carnivorous animals evolved natu-
rally

Fossil Record Result of the Flood in recent past Laid down over millions of years be-
fore Adam

Laid down over millions of years
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Table 2
Before the Fall In Heaven
No death or suffering No death or suffering
No prey/predator No prey/predator (millennium)
God initial source of light God is source of light
Tree of Life Tree of Life
No curse No curse
People could see God People will see God
Day and Night Only Day

Another clue as to the length of the creation days is Adam’s
age. Adam was created on day 6 (Gen 1:26), had Seth when he
was 130 (Gen 5:3-4), and lived another 800 years for a total of
930 years (Gen 5:5). If the lengths of the creation days were
vast ages, then Adam would have lived longer than 930 years.

Jesus endorses the recent creation position when he speaks
with the Pharisees about divorce:

And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he
which made them at the beginning made them male and fe-
male… Matt 19:4 (KJV)

But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and
female. Mark 10:6 (KJV)

Progressive creationists also claim that Noah’s Flood was a
local rather than global event, but scripture teaches otherwise:

And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the
earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters. And the wa-
ters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills,
that were under the whole heaven, were covered. Fifteen cubits
upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.
And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of
cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth, and every man: All in whose nostrils was the
breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. Gen 7:19-22
(KJV)

A local flood also invites many questions: Why did Noah build
the Ark? Why did God send every kind of animal to the Ark?
Why was the Ark large enough to hold all the land vertebrates
that have ever existed? Why were birds sent on board? How
could the waters rise eight meters above the mountains if the
Flood were local? If the Flood had been local, some people
would have survived. Jesus said his second coming would be
like the days of Noah (Matt 23:37, 2 Pet 3:3-7). Will God’s
judgment at the end of history be only partial? God would
have broken his promise never to destroy the earth again by a
flood (Gen 9:11-16) if the Flood had only been local.

Scripture clearly teaches (Rom 5:12-19) that the physical and
spiritual death of men entered the picture after the Fall.2 Be-
cause of Adam’s sin, the ground was cursed (Gen 3:17-18)
resulting in poor crop yields and useless/harmful plant spe-
cies, Eve’s pain in childbirth would be multiplied (Gen 3:16),
Adam would have to work hard to have food (Gen 3:19),
Adam and Eve would eventually die (Gen 3:19), and the entire
creation was cursed (Rom 8:20-22) and as a result is perishing
(Heb 1:10-11). Although not explicitly stated, animals were
also under the curse as evidenced by the following facts: (1)
God originally provided plants for the food of animals (Gen
1:29-30); (2) when Christ sets up His kingdom on the earth, the
animals and man will dwell together without any

                                                                        
2 The life of plants is considered different from the life of ani-
mals in scripture. This can be seen in God’s rejection of Cain’s
sacrifice (Gen 4:3,5) and the requirement of the shedding of
blood for the remission of sins (Matt 26:28; Heb 9:22). Plants
were created to provide food for man and animals (Gen 1:29-
30) so that their “death” was always a part of God’s original
intentions for his creation.

prey/predator relationships (Isa 11:6-9); even the lion will eat
straw (Is 11:7). God considered the initial creation “very good”
(Gen 1: 31) and yet will make a new heavens and earth at the
end of history (Rev 21:1) which is devoid of death (Rev 21:4). If
physical death of man and animals was a part of God’s original
plan, why would He call his original creation “very good” but
then plan to remake the creation without death or carnivorous
activity? Clearly, man’s sin resulted in physical death being
passed upon himself and the animal kingdom. And not only
this, but apparently some animal species were modi-
fied/degraded from their original design by the Fall to become
carnivorous, parasitical, poisonous, etc. Now since the physical
death of man and animals was not in the world until after the
Fall, the evolution of animals and man would have been im-
possible. Evolution involves the “survival of the fittest” as the
selection mechanism which allegedly leads to macroevolution,
but there can be no evolution where all survive. Also, why
would an all-loving omnipotent God use a cruel drawn out
process to create man and the animals when He could simply
speak them into existence? On the contrary, Christ came to
destroy death (1 Cor 15:26-27, 54-55; 2 Tim 1:10; Rev 20:14, 21:4);
death was never a part of the original plan nor is it consistent
with God’s character. Therefore, all theistic evolutionary sce-
narios are false. Another implication is that there would not
have been the possibility of a fossil record prior to the Fall,
making it clear that the fossil record was formed primarily as a
result of the Flood.

Another way to think about the death and suffering question is
to compare God’s original creation with the state of affairs af-
ter Christ’s return (Table 2).

There is a clear symmetry shown in the state of affairs before
the Fall and in the new creation which is consistent with God’s
character and plans and with scripture. This symmetry is bro-
ken if death occurred before the Fall.

Some believe that the first few chapters of Genesis are written
as poetry or allegory and therefore should not be taken as lit-
eral history. However, when reference is made to the creation
account by various Bible authors, we find that the account is
taken at face value. For example, an historical/literal under-
standing of Genesis is seen in the writings of David (Psa 8:3;
33:6-9; 104:19; 148:3-5), Peter (2 Pet 3:5), the author of Hebrews
(Heb 1:10), John (Joh 1:1-3; Rev 2:7, compare Gen 2:9), Matthew
(quoting Christ in Mat 19:5), and Mark (10:7) to name a few.
Indeed, if Adam were not the first literal man from whom all
have descended but merely a symbol of men who fall to temp-
tation, there are serious theological implications. If men
evolved, they did so as a population of individuals so that
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Adam would not have been the first man but merely one of a
group of individuals. Therefore, sin would not have been im-
puted to those who were not Adam’s direct descendants
meaning there would have been some who would not have
been under the curse or in need of Christ as a savior. But this
idea clearly contradicts the clear teaching of scripture that all
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23,
5:12) and that Adam was the first man and the father of us all.
So, we see that the creation account should be understood as
history, nothing less.

In conclusion, the weight of the biblical evidence clearly sup-
ports the literal young earth creation view. God has set things
up so that we must trust in Him; He has left some things mys-
terious and unanswered (Eccl 3:11, 8:17). Our confidence
should be in God’s Word through faith (Heb 11:1-3) and not in
the wisdom and philosophies of the world (Rom 1:19-25; Col
2:8; Eph 4:17-20; Prov 3:5-7; 26:12; 28:26; Psa 14:1; 1 Cor 1:19-
31). 

COMING EVENTS
Thursday, November 8, 7:00 P.M., Providence Baptist
Church, 6339 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh, Room 631
Dr. David Plaisted will discuss the sequence of events in the
Genesis flood and some astronomical evidences for a past ca-
tastrophe.
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