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Creation News

By Dan Reynolds

May’s newsletter is dedicated to recent findings in science
related to creation. It reflects the author’s interests and is
by no means comprehensive or exhaustive.

Jonathan Sarfati, Russ Humphreys, and John
Sanford Are Coming to the Triangle This Fall

These three men are some of the finest creation scientists
alive today! Plan now to take advantage of these rare op-
portunities.

Jonathan Sarfati of Creation Ministries International and
author of Refuting Compromise will be visiting the Triangle
this September. He will be speaking at Cornerstone Bap-
tist Church on Sunday morning September 23 at 9:30 PM.
On Sunday night he will be at Friendship Baptist Church.
On Monday night, September 24, the goal/plan is to get
him on the NC State campus. On Tuesday night, Septem-
ber 24, he will be back at Cornerstone at 7:00 PM. Then on
Wednesday night, September 25, he will be at Community
Baptist Church in south Garner. Mark your calendars! Tell
your friends!

Russ Humphreys and John Sanford will be each giving
two lectures at NC State on Saturday, November 10. Russ
Humphreys is perhaps best known for his solution to the
starlight-time problem but has also been a pioneer in other
areas such as accelerated nuclear decay and the modeling
and prediction of planetary magnetic fields. John Sanford
is a world-class biologist who, late in his career, became a
biblical creationist and now explains why macroevolution
has never happened and is impossible. Bring your skepti-
cal friends to hear these insightful men!

Origin of Humans

Here are a couple of recent books by top-notch scientists
well worth reading:

1. Replacing Darwin by Nathaniel Jeanson'

! For a review of the book see: Reynolds D (2018 Jan) Re-
view of Replacing Darwin: The New Origin of Species by
Nathaniel T. Jeanson, TASC Newsletter. <http:/ / tasc-
creationscience.org/ article / review-replacing-darwin-
new-origin-species-nathaniel-t-jeanson> Accessed 2018
Apr 22

This recent book provides a new genetic theory of specia-
tion that is in accord with biblical creation.

2. Contested Bones by Christopher Rupe and John Sanford®

This book supplies the latest scholarship in paleoanthro-
pology up through the fall of 2017. Rupe and Sanford
explain in detail with many photographs and illustrations
how the fossil evidence clearly shows that ancient fossil
specimens are either related to apes or humans with noth-
ing in between.

Recent genetics and paleontology appear to be supporting
the biblical view of human origins! It is an exciting time
for biblical creationists in this area. Get these books, learn
their lessons, and teach your kids and grand kids the truth
about who and what we humans are.

News

Fossil hominin footprints dated at 5.7 Ma have been found
near the Greek island of Crete.> According to evolutionary
theory, these fossils are too early and in the wrong place.
Most anthropologists say homo split from our last common
ancestor with chimps 6 to 7 million years ago in Africa.

Theistic evolutionists often insist that humans could have
never descended from a population smaller than 10,000
individuals, and hence the story of Adam and Eve as un-
derstood by many Christians can’t be true. They arrive at
this conclusion by examining the current genetic diversity
among humans, known mutation rates, and population
genetics. However, even secular population geneticists
have demonstrated that genetic diversity can be main-
tained through a bottleneck of even two individuals
provided there is rapid population growth following the
bottleneck, so a starting population of two can’t be ruled
out.* So how could a human pair have great heterozygosi-

* For more information see: <https:/ /www.
contestedbones.org />

?Barras C (2017 Sep 4) Controversial footprints suggest
we evolved in Europe not Africa, New Scientist Daily
News. <https:/ / www.newscientist.com/article/2146241-
controversial-footprints-suggest-we-evolved-in-europe-
not-africa/> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

* Evolution News (2018 Jan 25) Adam and the Genome and
human genetic diversity. <https:/ /evolutionnews.org/



ty to begin with? God could have built this into Adam and
Eve from the start. A rapidly growing population will also
contain many rare mutations adding to the diversity. In-
deed, claims about humans descending from a population
no smaller than 10,000 in the book Adam and the Genome by
theistic evolutionist Denis Venema appear to be unsub-
stantiated in the literature.’

There is a growing list of so called pseudogenes—
allegedly once functional but now useless genes that were
presumably inherited from a distant common ancestor
with other primates—that have been demonstrated to
have function after all.® And if these pseudogenes are
functional, they can no longer be used as evidence for
common descent from other primates and hence the evo-
lution of humans. Why? Because a designer could have
created similar genes in similar organisms for similar
purposes without there being any evolutionary relation-
ships between the organisms.

Human chromosomes are divided into blocks. Most
blocks come in only four variants consistent with an orig-
inal pair (Adam and Eve) which each individual had two
variants of each block.”

There is genetic evidence that humans interbred with Ne-
anderthals and Denisovans demonstrating they are all the
same created kind.?

Indeed, things are changing so much that recently one
evolutionist observer remarked:

Who do you think you are? A modern human, de-
scended from a long line of Homo sapiens? A distant
relative of those great adventure-seekers who
marched out of the cradle of humanity, in Africa,
60,000 years ago? Do you believe that human brains
have been getting steadily bigger for millions of years,
culminating in the extraordinary machine between
your ears? Think again, because over the past 15 years,

2018/01/adam-and-the-genome-and-human-genetic-
diversity /> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

® Evolution News (2018 Feb 7) Adam and the Genome and
citation bluffing. <https:/ /evolutionnews.org/2018/02/
adam-and-the-genome-and-citation-bluffing /> Accessed
2018 Apr 22

® Evolution News (2018 Jan 24) Adam and the Genome and
“nonfunctional” pseudogenes. <https:/ /evolutionnews.
org/2018/01/adam-and-the-genome-and-nonfunctional-
pseudogenes/> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

" Hossjer O, Gauger AK, Reeves CR (2017) An alternative
population genetics model in theistic evolution. In Theistic
Evolution: A Scientific, Philosophical, and Theological Critique,
edited by JP Moreland, S Meyer, C Shaw, A Gauger, W
Grudem, Crossway, Wheaton, IL

8 Choi CQ (2018 Mar 15) Neanderthals weren’t humans’
only mating partners. Meet the Denisovans. Livescience.
<https:/ / www livescience.com /62036-modern-humans-
interbred-neanderthals-denisovans.html> Accessed 2018
Apr 22

almost every part of our story, every assumption about who
our ancestors were and where we came from, has been called
into question. The new insights have some unsettling im-
plications for how long we have walked the earth, and even
who we really are.’

So the next time you hear “scientists now have the human
origins story all figured out,” think again!

Fossils

The evolutionary story of how a land-based, quadruped
mammal evolved into the first whale has been dealt a
blow by a new fossil find in Antarctica.'’ Dating of the
new whale fossil leaves only 1 to 2 million years for the
transformation from land mammal to whale. So many
changes...so little time!

Tracks of mammals and dinosaurs have been found to-
gether in an outcrop near the Goddard Space Flight
Center." These fossil tracks are supposed to be 110 million
years old. This sort of combination of tracks laid down in
close proximity in space and time is what we would ex-
pect from the Flood.

Geochemical and fossil evidence are pointing to life as
early as 4.3 Ga on a relatively tranquil earth, much of
which was covered by water say some scientists.'” The
scientists say the evidence suggests it does not take that
long for life to take hold, so there is probably life else-
where. A better interpretation, I believe, is that life has
always been on earth as have the oceans, just as the Bible
teaches.

Reports of fossil biochemicals allegedly millions of years
old keep on coming."> Here we’ll mention only three such
recent reports. Fat from fossilized bird glands thought to
be 48 million years old has been found. Second, intact
pigments from fossilized turtles thought to be 54 million

?Barras C (2017 Aug 23) Who are you? How the story of
human origins is being rewritten. New Scientist.
<https:/ / www.newscientist.com/ article / mg23531400-
500-who-are-you-how-the-story-of-human-origins-is-
being-rewritten/> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

" Evolution News (2018 Jan 16)Adam and the genome
and whale fossils. <https:/ /evolutionnews.org /2018 /
01/adam-and-the-genome-and-whale-fossils /> Accessed
2018 Apr 22

" Coppedge DF (2018 Feb 1) Dinosaur and mammal tracks
found together. Creation Evolution Headlines. <https:/ /
crev.info/2018/02/dinosaur-mammal-tracks-found-
together /> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

2 Boyle R (2018 Jan 22) 3.5 billion-year-old fossils chal-
lenge ideas about earth’s start. Quantamagazine.
<https:/ / www. quantamagazine.org/ fossil-discoveries-
challenge-ideas-about-earths-start-20180122 /> Accessed
2018 Apr 22

¥ Thomas B (2017 Dec 7) Ancient animal biochemicals
again. Institute for Creation Research. <http:/ /www.icr.
org/article/10379> Accessed 2018 Apr 22



years old have been detected. Last, pigment from fossil-
ized bird shells thought to be 66 million years old have
been reported. The pigments had the same molecular
masses as pigments found in modern bird shells. None of
these compounds should have survived for millions of
years. A recent creation explains the data. Many other
similar finds came to light in 2017."*

Fossil trees have been found in Antarctica that are alleged-
ly 280 million years old."” The samples were so well
preserved that fossil cellular structures were found. Intact
amino acids were extracted. The evidence points to a rap-
id watery burial in a much warmer climate consistent with
a recent global Flood and the catastrophic breakup of a
giant supercontinent.

The Flood

Geologists have found evidence for pervasive volcanism
and a spike in carbon dioxide levels just prior to the Cam-
brian.'® The Cambrian layer is thought by many
creationists to be the first layer laid down by the Flood.
According to scripture (Gen 7:11), the fountains of the
deep were broken up as part of the start of the Flood.
Breaking up the fountains of the deep implies volcanism.

Archeology

A clay seal bearing the name Isaiah has been found at the
base of the southern wall of the Temple Mount in Jerusa-
lem."” A partial word that may be “prophet” was
associated with the name. The Isaiah seal was found a few
feet away from and in the same layer as a piece of clay
bearing King Hezekiah’s seal. If confirmed, this would be
strong evidence for the existence of the prophet Isaiah
who predicted many of the details of Jesus’ life hundreds
of years before the fact (see Isaiah 7 and 53).

Numbers 13:29 says that the Canaanites lived in the an-
cient city of Sidon by the Mediterranean Sea. Recently
bones were found in Sidon dated at 3750 years believed to
be from the Canaanites. DNA comparisons of the ancient
DNA with that of modern Lebanese people showed that
the people of Lebanon must have descended from the Ca-

' Thomas B. (2017 Dec 28) Best of 2017: Fleshy fossils. In-
stitute for Creation Research. <http:/ /www.icr.org/
article/10401> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

' Clarey T (2017 Dec 11) Fossil trees in Antarctica preserve
ancient proteins. Institute for Creation Research. <http://
www.icr.org/article/10380> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

'® Clarey T (2018 Jan 18) Evidence of fountains of the Great
deep? Institute for Creation Research. <http:/ /www.icr.
org/article/10445> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

' Thomas B (2018 Mar 22) Archaeological evidence for
prophet Isaiah. Institute for Creation Research. <http://
www.icr.org/article/10547 /> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

naanites.'® God had commanded the Israelites to drive out
the Canaanites (Numbers 33:55), but the Israelites diso-
beyed (Joshua 16:10). God then decided to allow the
Canaanites to remain (Judges 2:1-3) and be a problem for
Israel. Hence the evidence shows that the location and
survival of the Canaanites were faithfully recorded in the
scriptures.

Free Creation-Related Videos

Revolutionary featuring Michael Behe of “irreducible com-
plexity” fame: https:/ / www.youtube.com/watch?v=
7ToSEAj2V0s

Nowa: Killer Floods (a secular film that focuses on evidence
of catastrophism): https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
CXV1QXFc8s

Genesis Science Network (24 /7 films by biblical creation-
ists): http:/ / genesissciencenetwork.com/

Cosmology

Fully formed, star-creating galaxies have been observed
dating to only one billion years after the alleged big bang
(possibly even galaxy mergers).'’ Rotating galaxies like
the Milky Way have been seen at one eighth of the uni-
verse’s age with huge hydrogen halos.

Some cosmologists are beginning to think dark energy
was a bad idea—there’s no empirical evidence for it. ~°
Some are rethinking relativity. It is all a mystery at pre-
sent.

The Hubble constant gives two different values from two
different methods.” Which assumptions are wrong: CMB
or type 1A supernovae?

A super massive black hole has been found in the early
universe—it should not have had time to form, yet there it
is.”> The large black hole formed 690 Ma after the Big Bang
during the reionization period and had a mass of 800 mil-
lion suns.

" Doyle S (2017 Aug 4) Canaanite DNA disproves the Bi-
ble? Creation Ministries International. <https:/ / creation.
com/ canaanite-dna-confirms-bible> Accessed 2018 Apr 22
' Coppedge DF (2017 Jul 8) Cosmology still in the dark,
Creation Evolution Headlines. <https:/ / crev.info/2017/
07/ cosmology-still-dark /> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

* Coppedge DF (2017 Dec 17) It's over: Dark energy was
fake science. Creation Evolution Headlines. <https://
crev.info/2017/12/ dark-energy-fake-science /> Accessed
2018 Apr 22

*I Herbert ] (2018 Feb 5) Big bang Hubble contradiction.
Institute for Creation Research. <http:/ /www.icr.org/
article /10450 /> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

? Chu J (2017 Dec 6) Scientists observe supermassive
black hole in infant universe. Science Daily. <https:/ /
www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/12/171206131946.
htm> Accessed 2018 Apr 22



The merger of a neutron star binary resulted in gravity
waves and a flash of light that arrived at earth essentially
simultaneously.” The nearly simultaneous arrivals of the
gravity waves and light have eliminated many theories
put forth to explain dark energy. Remaining explanations:
energy of space just has the right value or the Higgs
field—sounds like even more fine tuning to explain.

A galaxy has been found that lacks dark matter, thereby
strengthening the case for dark matter.”* Most galaxies
appear to have more mass than the light from their stars
reveal. However, in this case, most of the mass is account-
ed for by the observed starlight. Other new research
suggests that dark matter and energy may not be real. It
may be that the properties of space itself can explain the
rotation curves of galaxies and galaxy clusters without
having to invoke “dark” entities.” Stay tuned. With so
much unknown about the cosmos, how could an honest
atheist ever say science has eliminated God as a possible
explanation?!

Dinosaurs

Several hundred well-preserved pterosaur eggs have been
found in China.*® The eggs span several layers but are
otherwise in the same location. All the evidence points to
burial in rapid flowing water. The burial of these eggs is
consistent with the Flood.

A fossil nodosaur allegedly 112 to 125 million years old
has been found that still contained intact organic mole-
cules such as kerogen and melanin in the skin.” The

molecules should have degraded unless they are not very
old.

# Kitching T (2017 Dec 12) How crashing neutron stars
killed off some of our best ideas about what ‘dark energy’
is. The Conversation <https:/ / theconversation.com /how-
crashing-neutron-stars-killed-off-some-of-our-best-ideas-
about-what-dark-energy-is-88998> Accessed 2018 Apr 22
*Redd NT (2018 Mar 28) Defying theories, this ghostly
galaxy has almost no dark matter. Space.com. <https:/ /
www.space.com/40119-ghostly-galaxy-almost-no-dark-
matter.html?> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

* Pimbblet K (2017 Nov 30) Study finds ‘dark matter’ and
‘dark energy’ may not exist—here’s what to make of it.
The Conversation. <https:/ / theconversation.com/study-
finds-dark-matter-and-dark-energy-may-not-exist-heres-
what-to-make-of-it-88181> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

* Coppedge DF (Amazing fossils found in flood deposits.
Creation Evolution Headlines <https:/ / crev.info/2017/
12 /amazing-fossils-found-flood-deposits /> Accessed
2018 Apr 22

“ Thomas B (2017 Aug 28) Spectacular dinosaur has skin,
horn, pigments. Institute for Creation Research.

<http:/ /www.icr.org/article/spectacular-dinosaur-has-
skin-horn> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

Abiogenesis

A 2016 paper in which some elements of the RNA world
hypothesis seemed to be confirmed has been retracted
because the results can’t be replicated.*®

Stomatolites, mineral structures created by cyano bacteria
and believed by some to be some of the earliest life forms
dating back to 3.7 Ga, have been found again, this time
living in Australia.”” Modern and fossil stomatolites are an
example of living fossils best explained by a recent crea-
tion.

The RNA world has been recently said to be incapable of
explaining the origin of the genetic code. These scientists
propose that instead a RNA-peptide world evolved which
could eventually evolve into modern biochemistry. Of
course, they need to assume the existence of information-
rich RNA and peptide strands to begin with, along with
other cellular machinery.

One of the best organic chemists alive and Bible-believing
Christian, Dr. James Tour, has said concerning origin of
life research:

We have no idea how the molecules that compose liv-
ing systems could have been devised such that they
would work in concert to fulfill biology’s func-
tions....Those that say, “Oh this is well worked out,”
they know nothing—nothing—about chemical syn-
thesis—nothing....From a synthetic chemical
perspective, neither I nor any of my colleagues can
fathom a prebiotic molecular route to construction of
a complex system. We cannot even figure out the
prebiotic routes to the basic building blocks of life:
carbohydrates, nucleic acids, lipids, and proteins.
Chemists are collectively bewildered. Hence I say that
no chemist understands prebiotic synthesis of the
requisite building blocks, let alone assembly into a
complex system. That's how clueless we are. I have
asked all of my colleagues—National Academy mem-
bers, Nobel Prize winners—I sit with them in offices.
Nobody understands this. So if your professors say
it’s all worked out, if your teachers say it’s all worked
out, they don’t know what they’re talking about.’!

* Tomkins JP (2018 Jan 28) ‘RNA world’ paper retracted.
Institute for Creation Research. <http:/ /www.icr.org/
article/10444> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

* Clarey T (2018 Jan 22) Stromatolites by land and by sea.
Institute for Creation Research. <http:/ /www.icr.org/
article/10446> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

% Cepelewicz ] (2017 Dec 19) The end of the RNA world is
near, biochemists argue. Quantamagazine. <https:/ /
www.quantamagazine.org/ the-end-of-the-rna-world-is-
near-biochemists-argue-20171219/> Accessed 2018 Apr 22
! Leisola M, Witt ] (2018 Feb 8) Heretic, intelligent design,
and the materialism of the gaps. Evolution News.
<https:/ / evolutionnews.org /2018 /02 / heretic-intelligent-
design-materialism-of-gaps /> Accessed 2018 Apr 22



You can watch a lecture by Dr. Tour at: https:/ /www.
youtube.com /watch?time_continue=36&v=_zQXgJ-dXM4

Evolution

Genetic evidence that modern elephants and Woolly
Mammoths are of the same created kind has been found.*

A new paper considers the evolution of developmental
pathways and concludes that some pathways that appear
similar are not due to common ancestry but convergent
evolution.®® On the other hand, some dissimilar pathways
that nonetheless provide similar phenotypes are consid-
ered due to common ancestry. What if common ancestry
is a myth?

ANOTHER REASON TO BELIEVE A
BIBLICAL AGE OF THE EARTH

Salt is entering the sea quicker than it is leaving it. The
measured rates of salt into the sea and out of the sea and
the current salt concentration in the sea establish an upper
limit of 62 million years for the age—far less than the bil-
lions of years required for evolution.

COMING EVENTS

Thursday, May 10, 7:00 pm, Providence Baptist Church,
6339 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh, Room 207

Dan Reynolds will review Nathaniel Jeanson’s recent
book Replacing Darwin.' Jeanson has a new theory of spe-
ciation which is consistent with biblical history and
modern genetics.

% Coppedge D (2018 Mar 19) Elephants and mammoths
were all one kind. Creation Evolution Headlines.

<https:/ / crev.info/2018/03/elephants-mammoths-one-
kind /> Accessed 2018 Apr 22

* Hunter C (2018 Jan 22) How embryonic development
bears on evolution. Evolution News. <https:/ /
evolutionnews.org /2018 /01 /how-embryonic-
development-bears-on-evolution/> Accessed 2018 Apr 22



