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WHAT IS FAITH?

By Phillip G. Johnson, MCE
ut without faith it is impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must belief that he
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-

gently seek him. Hebrews 11:6

Faith as defined by my dictionary is as follows:
1. unquestioning belief, 2. unquestioning belief
in God, religion, etc., 3. a religion or a system of
religious beliefs, 4. anything believed, 5. com-
plete trust, confidence, or reliance, 6. loyalty;
allegiance to some person or thing. Almost by
definition faith is excluded from logic and real-
ity. It’s value appears to be metaphysical, not
something useful in the physical world we live
in. Is that really all that faith encompasses?

Is faith an unquestioning belief? It definitely
should not be for the Christian. While we are to
have faith, we are not to be blindly naïve. In
seeking answers, how do we learn apart from
questioning? The Bereans “eagerly examined the
scriptures every day to see whether these things
were so.” (Acts 17:11) They searched the Scrip-
tures for the answers to those questions that
Paul aroused in their spirits. The Scriptures also
say: But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies,
and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they
are unprofitable and vain. (Titus 3:9) So to balance
out this reasoning it is imperative that we learn
to question in a way that advances our knowl-
edge and faith and avoid senseless or insincere
questions.

Even an unquestioning belief in God is not the
definition of faith for the Christian. In our soci-
ety, many individuals have perverted God’s
character, and in their eyes God is no longer
complete (or perfect) as He describes Himself in
His word. Many people say that God loves eve-
rybody so much that He would never send
anyone to hell. They have effectively made God
into something else, and they no longer worship
the God described in the Scriptures. They now
worship a god they have designed, not God,
who is complete in Himself. God does not want
us to have faith in a religious system or in our
religious beliefs, they really do not provide sal-
vation. Faith as defined as whatever is believed
is not faith, it is more a philosophy for life or

action. Faith as trust, confidence, reliance, loy-
alty, or allegiance indicates that there must be an
object related to the real meaning of faith.

Can faith and science co-exist in the same real-
ity? Of course, the reality of the spiritual is
greater than the reality of the physical. God is
Spirit, He exists apart from the created universe
as He is the creator of the universe. He is not
subject to the physical restraints of His creation.
Time, space, and matter do not affect Him in
anyway. He exists independent of creation and
by the power of His right hand He holds all
things together. Therefore, the spiritual realm is
an even “higher reality” than is the physical
universe. God's (The Creator’s) existence is
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